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Identifying Claims and Evidence 
DIRECTIONS: The passage below is from Democracy in America by Alexis 
De Tocqueville. Read the passage. Answer the questions. 
 

This consideration introduces the element of physical strength as a 
condition of national prosperity. It profits a people but little to be affluent 
and free if it is perpetually exposed to be pillaged or subjugated; the 
number of its manufactures and the extent of its commerce are of small 
advantage if another nation has the empire of the seas and gives the law 
in all the markets of the globe. Small nations are often impoverished, not 
because they are small, but because they are weak; the great empires 
prosper less because they are great than because they are strong. 
Physical strength is therefore one of the first conditions of the happiness 
and even of the existence of nations. Hence it occurs that, unless very 
peculiar circumstances intervene, small nations are always united to large 
empires in the end, either by force or by their own consent: yet I am 
unacquainted with a more deplorable spectacle than that of a people 
unable either to defend or to maintain its independence. 
 
 

What is the claim? What is offered as evidence? 

 

 


