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Elements of Tragedy 

Character 
A tragedy is a type of story in which the protagonist meets an 
unfortunate end. Sometimes, the protagonist of a tragedy suffers as 
a result of their own character flaw. The protagonist can also be a 
victim of fate. The protagonist is a tragic hero who is essentially 
good, acts appropriately and consistently, is believable. 
 
DIRECTIONS: Identify how the protagonist of the assigned text 
demonstrates the elements of a tragic character. 
 
Which of the following is the protagonist’s undoing? 
 

their own character flaw fate 
 
Briefly summarize how the protagonist: 
 

is essentially 
good 

  

   
acts 

appropriately 
and 

consistently 

  

   

is believable 

  


