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Justice on Trial 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Rosa Gomez's background and beliefs as a Hispanic lawyer who 

believed in justice and equality influenced her decision to take 

on the González family's case. During the trial, she advocated 

for her clients by presenting compelling evidence of 

discrimination and environmental harm and delivering a 

passionate closing argument that highlighted the importance of 

upholding civil rights and protecting vulnerable communities. 

2. The trial's verdict was significant as it found the corporation guilty 

of civil rights violations and ordered them to clean up their 

pollution and compensate the affected families. This verdict 

affirmed the importance of protecting civil rights and the 

environment. It had a positive impact on the González family, 

providing them with justice and compensation. Moreover, it 

inspired other communities to stand up for their rights and 

advocate for environmental justice, creating a ripple effect of 

change. 

 

 


