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The Mardi Gras Baking Showdown 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Food plays a significant role in cultural celebrations like Mardi 
Gras by bringing people together through shared culinary 
traditions. It contributes to the festive atmosphere by tantalizing 
the senses with vibrant flavors and aromas, creating a sense of 
unity and joy. Food also serves as a cultural symbol, connecting 
individuals to their heritage and fostering a sense of community 
as people gather to enjoy traditional dishes and share stories. 

2. As a judge at the "Mardi Gras Baking Showdown," I would 
evaluate desserts based on several criteria, including taste, 
creativity, presentation, and adherence to the Mardi Gras 
theme. I would look for desserts that not only tasted delicious but 
also showcased inventive and unique ideas related to Mardi 
Gras. The winning dessert should capture the spirit of the 
celebration, be visually appealing, and surprise and delight the 
judges. 

3. Emily's passion for baking and her creativity were key factors in 
her success in the competition. Her love for baking drove her to 
create mini king cakes with surprise trinkets, adding an element 
of excitement and uniqueness to her dessert. Her dedication 
and willingness to think outside the box made her stand out. 
Emily's story teaches us that pursuing one's passions and infusing 
creativity into our endeavors can lead to success and 
recognition, even in competitive settings. 

4. The "Mardi Gras Baking Showdown" captured the spirit and 
traditions of Mardi Gras through its vibrant atmosphere, colorful 
decorations, and Mardi Gras-themed desserts. The use of masks, 
streamers, and banners added to the festive ambiance. 
Additionally, the inclusion of king cakes with hidden trinkets and 
the excitement of crowning a "King" or "Queen" for the day 
reflected a traditional Mardi Gras tradition. The event 
celebrated Mardi Gras in a unique way by bringing together 
bakers and attendees to enjoy the flavors and traditions of the 
festival. 

 


