
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Mars: A Columbus Day Odyssey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers may vary, but it was important for the astronauts to rely 

on their training and problem-solving skills to ensure their safety 

and complete their mission successfully. 

2. Answers may vary, but the world might have reacted with 

excitement, curiosity, and a desire to learn more about the 

discovery on Mars. 

3. Answers may vary, but the astronauts might have experienced 

a mix of excitement, awe, and a sense of accomplishment when 

they realized they were on a different planet. 

4. Answers may vary, but the crew likely learned the importance of 

adaptability, teamwork, and perseverance when faced with 

unexpected challenges. They also learned the significance of 

exploration and the potential for new discoveries in space. 

 

 


