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William Howard Taft: A President of Many Hats 
Short Answer Key 

1. Taft received an excellent education, attending Yale College 

and later earning a law degree from Cincinnati Law School. This 

educational background equipped him with the knowledge 

and skills needed for a successful career in law and politics. 

2. One of Taft's significant achievements was trust-busting and 

antitrust legislation. It impacted American businesses by 

regulating powerful corporations, promoting fair competition, 

and breaking up monopolies. 

3. Taft faced challenges within the Republican Party due to 

tensions between progressives and conservatives. This division 

influenced his political career by leading to conflicts and 

competition within the party. 

4. The 1913 recession posed a challenge to Taft's presidency by 

creating economic difficulties. He responded by working to 

address economic concerns, but his handling of the situation 

faced criticism. 

 


