
 

© ReadingDuck.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 

single quotes double quotes 

to replace double quotation 
marks inside of other quotation 
marks. 

 

• to indicate a direct quote 

• to indicate dialogue or 
spoken speech 

• to indicate the titles of short 
works, like poems or songs 

• To set a word apart for 
emphasis, for example, to 
signal irony, sarcasm, or 
skepticism 

• to differentiate between a 
legal, given name and a 
nickname 

 
  

In British English, the usage of the type of quotation marks is reversed. 
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