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Theodore Roosevelt: The Rough Rider of the White House

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Theodore Roosevelt's early life was characterized by a love for
nature and the outdoors. He was fascinated by animals and
nature, which led to a lifelong interest in science and
exploration. His family encouraged these interests, and his father,
Theodore Roosevelt Sr., played a pivotal role in nurturing his love
for reading and learning. These childhood experiences and
influences shaped his character and future career as a
naturalist, explorer, and politician.

2. Theodore Roosevelt's trust-busting efforts and commitment to
conservation had a profound and lasting impact on American
society and the environment. His trust-busting policies promoted
fair competition, prevented the abuse of corporate power, and
ensured a level playing field for businesses. His advocacy for
conservation led to the protection of natural resources and the
establishment of national parks, preserving the environment for
future generations. These policies have had enduring effects on
American business practices and the conservation movement.

3. Theodore Roosevelt's legacy as a President who faced
challenges from powerful corporations is significant. His policies
and leadership reshaped the relationship between government
and big business, laying the groundwork for future regulations.
His leadership during a time of corporate dominance helped

address economic inequalities and contributed to,.a more
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equitable society. His influence on the Progressive Era and his
role in the Republican Party's transformation left a lasting imprint
on American politics.

4. Theodore Roosevelt's leadership during the negotiation of the
end of the Russo-Japanese War and the construction of the
Panama Canal had significant implications for American foreign
policy and global relations. His successful mediation in the Russo-
Japanese War earned him the Nobel Peace Prize and
showcased America's role as a mediator on the world stage. The
construction of the Panama Canal facilitated global trade and
strengthened America's strategic position in the Western
Hemisphere. These diplomatic and infrastructure achievements
solidified America's presence in international affairs and
demonstrated Theodore Roosevelt's leadership on the world

stage.
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