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Hanukkah in the Stars 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The astronauts' decision to continue celebrating Hanukkah 

during the crisis boosted their morale and strengthened their 

unity. It provided them with a sense of hope and comfort during 

a challenging time, reminding them of the importance of 

tradition and togetherness. 

2. Captain Cohen likely chose to use the menorah's candles to 

conserve power because it was a symbolic act of resilience and 

unity. It helped maintain the crew's spirits and sense of 

togetherness in the face of adversity, and they could address 

the spaceship's systems issue when conditions improved. 

3. The astronauts learned the importance of holding onto their 

traditions and finding strength in unity, even in the most 

challenging circumstances. They discovered that celebrating 

Hanukkah in space not only brought them hope but also a bit of 

luck, as the storm subsided on the eighth night. 

4. When the electromagnetic storm finally subsided on the eighth 

night of Hanukkah, the astronauts must have felt relieved, 

grateful, and triumphant. Their celebration had not only brought 

them closer together but also seemed to have had a positive 

effect on their situation. 

 

 


