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A Journalist's Encounter with Dr. King 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The journalist's encounter with Dr. King was a transformative 
experience that inspired them to take on a new sense of purpose 
in their writing and advocacy for justice. This interview served as 
a firsthand account of Dr. King's motivations and dreams during 
the Civil Rights Movement, allowing the journalist to convey his 
message to a wider audience. It encouraged the journalist to 
become a storyteller for social change and to use their platform 
to preserve Dr. King's legacy. 

2. Dr. King's philosophy of love and nonviolence played a central 
role in his approach to fighting for civil rights. During the 
interview, he conveyed the importance of love as a powerful 
force for change and the necessity of peaceful means in 
achieving social justice. His belief in these principles guided his 
actions and set an example for others. Love and nonviolence 
became essential components of his dream for a more just and 
equal world. 

3. Interviews and storytelling are essential tools in conveying the 
motivations and dreams of influential figures like Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Personal narratives and firsthand accounts provide a 
deeper understanding of the individual behind the movement 
and the emotions, struggles, and hopes that fueled their actions. 
Through interviews and storytelling, the legacy of leaders in the 
struggle for equality and justice can be preserved for future 
generations, inspiring others to continue the fight for a better 
world. 

4. Dr. King's dream of unity and equality for all continues to inspire 
people today by reminding them of the importance of standing 
up against discrimination and injustice. Individuals can work 
toward realizing this dream in their communities by advocating 
for equal rights, promoting diversity and inclusion, and fostering 
understanding among different racial and ethnic groups. Dr. 
King's message serves as a timeless call to action, encouraging 
people to be agents of positive change in their societies. 

 


