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George W. Bush: The Compassionate Leader 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. George W. Bush is often described as a compassionate leader because he 

showed care and concern for the well-being of the American people. He 

prioritized education and healthcare, believing that every child deserved 

a good education and access to healthcare services. He also displayed 

strong leadership and empathy in his response to national crises, such as 

the events of September 11, 2001. 

2. In response to the tragic events of September 11, 2001, George W. Bush, as 

President, addressed the nation to provide comfort and reassurance. He 

initiated the War on Terror, aimed at combating terrorism both at home and 

abroad. He also worked to strengthen national security and took measures 

to prevent future attacks. 

3. The government's response to Hurricane Katrina during George W. Bush's 

presidency faced criticism due to delays and perceived inadequacies in 

relief efforts. Many people felt that the response was slow, and there were 

issues with coordinating rescue and relief operations. This exposed 

weaknesses in the country's emergency response system, leading to calls 

for improvements in disaster preparedness and response. 

4. The No Child Left Behind Act was significant because it aimed to improve 

the quality of education in American schools. It required schools to meet 

specific academic standards, measure student progress, and provide 

support to struggling students. The act also held schools accountable for 

their performance, with the goal of ensuring that every child had access to 

a high-quality education. Its impact included increased standardized 

testing, greater emphasis on teacher qualifications, and efforts to close 

achievement gaps among students. 

 

 


