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Chiasmus 
Chiasmus is a literary device in which the grammar of one phrase is 
inverted in the phrase that follows, so two key concepts from the 
original phrase reappear in the second phrase in inverted order. NOTE: 
It is not the exact words that reappear in inverted order, but the 
concepts. Shakespeare frequently used chiasmus.  

DIRECTIONS: Read the assigned text(s). Record examples of chiasmus. 

1. Name of Play: __________________________________________________ 

Act: ________________ Scene: ________________ Line: ________________  

Chiasmus: __________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Name of Play: __________________________________________________ 

Act: ________________ Scene: ________________ Line: ________________  

Chiasmus: __________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Name of Play: __________________________________________________ 

Act: ________________ Scene: ________________ Line: ________________  

Chiasmus: __________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 


