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Theme | Motif | Symbol 
While theme, motif, and symbols are all connected within 
a literary work, each is something distinct. Find an example 
of each in the assigned reading. 

Text: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

theme 

 

The central idea of 
a work 

  

   

motif 

 

A recurring feature 
of a literary work 

that is related to the 
theme. 

  

   

symbol 

 

Images, ideas, 
sounds, or words 

that represent 
something else 

  


