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Fate and Choice 
Odysseus, the clever and courageous king 
of Ithaca, fought for ten years in the Trojan 
War. But after the war, he faced another 
great challenge—returning home. His 
journey took ten more years, filled with 
dangerous obstacles. Some of these 
challenges were caused by fate, while 
others were shaped by the choices 
Odysseus made. 

In ancient Greece, people believed that 
the gods controlled fate, deciding what would happen in a person’s life. The 
gods often played a role in Odysseus’s journey. For example, after Odysseus 
and his men escaped the Cyclops Polyphemus, Odysseus made a fateful 
mistake—he revealed his real name. Polyphemus, who was the son of 
Poseidon, asked his father to punish Odysseus. In response, Poseidon made the 
seas wild and dangerous, ensuring that Odysseus’s journey would be much 
longer and more difficult. This shows how fate, controlled by the gods, played 
a role in his struggles. 

However, not everything was controlled by fate. Odysseus still had free will, 
meaning he could make his own choices. His intelligence and bravery helped 
him survive. When his men were trapped by the enchantress Circe, he chose 
to stand up to her and demand that she free them. Later, he chose to listen to 
the warnings of the blind prophet Tiresias, which helped him avoid many 
dangers. These choices showed that, while fate put obstacles in his path, his 
actions determined whether he overcame them. 

Even the gods did not fully control Odysseus’s destiny. Athena, the goddess of 
wisdom, often helped him, but she did not simply give him an easy way home. 
Instead, she guided him and gave him advice, allowing him to use his own 
wisdom and strength. In this way, fate and free will worked together—while 
the gods influenced events, Odysseus’s choices shaped his final outcome. 

In the end, Odysseus returned home after twenty years. His journey showed 
that fate and free will are connected. While the gods placed challenges in his 
way, it was his intelligence, courage, and determination that led him back to 
Ithaca. 


