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Limerick 
A limerick is 5-line poem with the rhyme scheme AABBA. The first, 
second and fifth lines have 8 syllables each with the following 
stressed (S) and unstressed (U) syllables: USUUSUUS. The third and 
fourth lines have 5 syllables each with the following stressed (S) and 
unstressed (U) syllables: USUUS. Read the example. 
 

There once was a rat with a wheeze 
who wanted to eat all the cheese 
His wife told him no 
He decided to go 
Somewhere he could do what he please. 

 
DIRECTIONS: Complete the limerick below with words that follow the 
AABBA rhyme scheme.  
 

1 There once was a rabbit named ___________________ A 

2 Who got some thorns stuck in his ___________________ A 

3 He started to  ___________________ B 

4 As a mean fox came ___________________ B 

5 And laughed, ‘cause he thought it was ___________________ A 


