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“A Modest Proposal” 
Verbal irony is when the speaker intends that something other than 
the literal meaning of their words be understood. It sometimes takes 
the form of overstatement or understatement. Jonathan Swift’s essay 
“A Modest Proposal” is full of verbal irony. Identify and explain four 
instances of verbal irony in the essay. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


