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Recycling Clue Based Word Search Answer Key 
Directions: Find the words in the puzzle based on clues below. 

 
• Compost - The process of transforming organic waste, such as food scraps and yard trimmings, into 

nutrient-rich soil through decomposition by microorganisms. 
• Plastic - A synthetic material commonly used in packaging and containers, known for its durability 

but challenging to break down naturally in the environment. 
• Aluminum - A lightweight, corrosion-resistant metal often found in beverage cans and packaging, 

which can be recycled indefinitely without losing quality. 
• Reuse - The practice of using an item multiple times before discarding it, reducing the need for 

new resources and minimizing waste. 
• Glass - A non-toxic, transparent material often used for bottles and jars, which can be recycled into 

new containers with minimal loss in quality. 
• Biodegradable - A term describing materials that naturally decompose over time when exposed to 

the environment, often through microbial action. 
• Cardboard - A sturdy, recyclable material made from paper pulp, frequently used for packaging 

and shipping, which can be reused or recycled into new paper products. 
• Reduce - The practice of decreasing the overall consumption of materials and energy to minimize 

waste and environmental impact. 
• Paper - A versatile material made from wood fibers, commonly used for printing, packaging, and 

other products, which can be recycled into new sheets for various uses. 
• Repurpose - The act of finding new uses for an item, extending its life cycle by transforming it into 

something functional rather than discarding it. 


