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The Little Pumpkin's Big Dream 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Pete's size made him feel inadequate because he thought that 

bigger pumpkins were more likely to be chosen to become jack-

o'-lanterns. However, he demonstrated determination, 

creativity, and the ability to adapt, proving that size doesn't 

always matter when it comes to achieving one's dreams. 

2. Pete's creative solution was to use his spooky expression to cast 

a shadow on a nearby tree, creating a ghostly face. It worked 

by impressing Timmy and his friends and making them see the 

pumpkin patch as the spookiest ever. 

3. Pete's determination and perseverance contributed to the 

story's happy ending by motivating him to continue pursuing his 

dream even when faced with challenges and setbacks. He 

didn't give up and found a unique way to make his dream come 

true. 

4. The main message of the story is that determination, creativity, 

and perseverance can help you overcome obstacles and 

achieve your dreams, no matter how big or small you may be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


