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Rulers of Oz 
Throughout The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz, different rulers show how 
power and authority can be used in 
both good and bad ways. From the 
feared Wicked Witches to the 
mysterious Wizard and the kind-
hearted Glinda, each leader in Oz 
rules in a different way. 

The Wicked Witch of the West is one 
example of a ruler who uses fear to 

control others. She rules over the Winkies and forces them to obey her every 
command. She is cruel and selfish, using her magic only to get what she 
wants. The people under her rule live in fear, never daring to stand up to 
her until Dorothy defeats her. 

In contrast, the Wizard of Oz appears powerful but is actually not magical 
at all. When Dorothy and her friends arrive in the Emerald City, they believe 
he is a wise and mighty ruler who can grant their wishes. However, they 
soon discover that he is just an ordinary man using tricks to seem powerful. 
Even though he does not have real magic, he still influences others through 
the belief that he is great. This shows that sometimes, authority is based on 
appearances rather than true power. 

Glinda, the Good Witch of the South, represents a kind and fair ruler. She 
uses her wisdom and magic to help others. Unlike the Wicked Witch of the 
West, Glinda does not try to control people. Instead, she provides guidance 
and helps Dorothy realize that she had the power to return home all along. 

Each ruler in Oz teaches an important lesson about power. The Wicked 
Witch of the West uses fear to rule, but in the end, her cruelty leads to her 
downfall. The Wizard shows that power can sometimes be based on illusion, 
but true wisdom is more valuable than tricks. Glinda demonstrates that 
good leaders help others instead of controlling them. 

Through these different rulers, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz teaches us that 
real power comes from wisdom, kindness, and the ability to inspire others—
not from fear or deception. 


