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Fields of Resilience 
Meet the Johnson family, sharecroppers in the heart of the 

Jim Crow era. The Johnsons, led by Papa Joe and Mama 

Rose, were a spirited and tight-knit family determined to 

make the best out of challenging circumstances. 

• Papa Joe Johnson: The hardworking and determined head of the Johnson 

family. 

• Mama Rose Johnson: A resourceful and nurturing woman who held the 

family together. 

• Little Sammy Johnson: The youngest member of the family, with a heart full 

of curiosity. 

• Aunt Lizzie: A wise and witty family friend who often shared tales of their 

ancestors. 

• Mr. Jenkins: The stern and demanding landowner who employed the 

Johnsons as sharecroppers. 

Despite the unfair treatment they faced under the Jim Crow laws, the Johnsons 

remained resilient and determined to build a better future. They worked tirelessly 

on Mr. Jenkins' land, growing crops and cotton. Mama Rose also sold her delicious 

homemade pies to help make ends meet. 

Every morning, Papa Joe would rise before dawn to tend to the fields, his hands 

calloused and strong from years of hard labor. He would often hum a soulful tune 

that echoed the pain and hope of their situation. Little Sammy, eager to help, 

would follow his father around, learning the ways of the land and the value of 

hard work. 

Mama Rose, with her gentle hands and warm smile, kept the household running 

smoothly. Her pies, made with love and secret family recipes, became famous in 

their small community. Each pie sold was a step toward a better life, a symbol of 

her unwavering dedication to her family's wellbeing. 
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Aunt Lizzie, though not related by blood, was an integral part of the family. Her 

stories of their ancestors' bravery and wisdom filled the children's imaginations 

with pride and courage. She would gather them around the fire at night, weaving 

tales of resilience that seemed to light up the darkest corners of their lives. 

Mr. Jenkins, on the other hand, was a constant reminder of the harsh realities they 

faced. His presence was felt in every aspect of their work, from the weight of his 

expectations to the unfair terms of their sharecropping arrangement. Yet, the 

Johnsons remained united and strong, finding solace in their bond and the hope 

that better days would come. 

One particular season, the weather was unforgiving. The crops struggled to grow, 

and the Johnsons' hard work seemed to yield little reward. But instead of 

succumbing to despair, the family banded together even more tightly. Mama 

Rose's pie business became a lifeline, and Papa Joe's determination never 

wavered. 

Despite the challenges, there were moments of joy and laughter. Little Sammy's 

curiosity led him to discover a hidden patch of wildflowers, which became a 

symbol of beauty and hope amidst the toil. Aunt Lizzie's tales of resilience and 

bravery kept their spirits high, reminding them that they were part of a legacy of 

strength. 

As time went on, the Johnsons continued to face adversity with unwavering 

resolve. They found ways to improve their situation, such as saving money from 

Mama Rose's pie sales to buy their own seeds and tools. They also built strong 

relationships within their community, finding allies who shared their dreams of a 

better future. 

The Johnsons' story is one of resilience, hope, and the unbreakable bonds of 

family. Their journey through the trials of the Jim Crow era is a testament to the 

power of unity and the human spirit's capacity to endure and overcome. 


