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Rosa Parks: The Brave Woman Who Changed History 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Rosa Parks' refusal to give up her bus seat became a symbol of 
resistance because it demonstrated the power of nonviolent 
protest and the determination to challenge racial segregation. 
Her act of civil disobedience inspired others to join the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott and led to changes in segregation 
laws. 

2. The Montgomery Bus Boycott had a significant impact as it 
resulted in the desegregation of buses in Montgomery. It also 
inspired other civil rights movements and showed that peaceful 
protests could bring about change. The boycott demonstrated 
the unity and determination of the African American community 
in their struggle for civil rights. 

3. Rosa Parks' actions affected her personal life by bringing threats 
and harassment to her and her family. She lost her job as a 
seamstress due to her activism, which created economic 
difficulties for her family. However, her actions also brought 
attention to the civil rights cause and led to positive changes in 
society. 

4. Rosa Parks is remembered as a courageous figure because she 
took a bold stand against racial injustice at a time when 
segregation was deeply ingrained in society. Her bravery 
inspired others to join the fight for civil rights, and her legacy 
continues to motivate people to work for equality and justice for 
all. 

 

 

 

 

 


