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Parallel Structure 
Explain parallel structure. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read the passage from John F. Kennedy's speech below. Underline 
the instances of parallel structure. 

"The Ireland of 1963, one of the youngest of nations and the 
oldest of civilizations, has discovered that the achievement of 
nationhood is not an end but a beginning. In the years since 
independence, you have undergone a new and peaceful 
revolution, an economic and industrial revolution, transforming 
the face of this land while still holding to the old spiritual and 
cultural values. You have modernized your economy, 
harnessed your rivers, diversified your industry, liberalized your 
trade, electrified your farms, accelerated your rate growth, 
and improved the living standard of your people." 

 
Why do you think Kennedy used parallel structure in this speech? 
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