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Wisdom from Our Ancestors 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The elders considered it important to pass down these folktales 
and legends to the younger generation because they held the 
wisdom, values, and traditions of their Indigenous culture. By 
sharing these stories, they hoped to ensure that their heritage 
would be preserved, and that the younger generation would be 
inspired to carry forward the traditions of their people. 

2. The stories and legends of the elders reflected the values and 
beliefs of their Indigenous culture by emphasizing the 
importance of nature, community, wisdom, and respect. Each 
story conveyed lessons about the world around them and their 
place within it, reinforcing their connection to the land and their 
ancestors. 

3. For example, the legend of the Eagle Feather reflected the 
reverence for the eagle as a symbol of freedom and strength, 
which were essential values in their culture. The River of Stories 
connected their cultural identity to the natural world and 
highlighted the significance of storytelling in preserving their 
history. 

4. Storytelling plays a vital role in preserving culture and history by 
passing down traditions, values, and knowledge from one 
generation to the next. Stories like these serve as a bridge 
between the past and the present, allowing communities to 
maintain their unique identity and heritage. Additionally, they 
provide a sense of belonging and cultural continuity for younger 
generations. 

 

 

 

 


