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Redefining Success 
From a young age, Miss Rumphius had 
dreams of adventure. She wanted to travel 
the world, see new places, and live by the 
sea. Unlike many people who measured 
success by wealth, fame, or 
accomplishments, Miss Rumphius did not 
seek riches or recognition. Instead, she 
valued experiences, beauty, and making 
a difference. 

Her grandfather supported her dreams but 
also gave her a challenge: she must find a way to make the world more 
beautiful. At the time, Miss Rumphius did not know what that meant, but she 
carried his words in her heart as she grew. 

Miss Rumphius fulfilled her first two wishes. She traveled across oceans, 
explored deserts, and climbed mountains, meeting people from all walks of 
life. She discovered the beauty of the world in nature, in cultures, and in acts 
of kindness. Then, she settled in a small house by the sea, enjoying the 
peacefulness of the waves and the salty breeze. But she still had one promise 
left to fulfill. 

Unlike traditional ideas of success, which often focus on personal 
achievements, Miss Rumphius found fulfillment in giving back. One day, she 
noticed a patch of wild lupine flowers growing near her home. Their bright 
colors filled her with joy, and she realized how something so simple could make 
a place feel more alive. She began scattering lupine seeds wherever she 
went—along roadsides, in empty fields, and on hillsides. Over time, the flowers 
spread, turning the landscape into a sea of color. 

People in the town noticed and were amazed. Inspired by her actions, they 
started finding their own ways to make the world more beautiful. Some 
planted gardens, others created art, and some helped those in need. Miss 
Rumphius’ success was not measured in money or status, but in the beauty 
and kindness she left behind. 

Her story teaches that true fulfillment does not always come from traditional 
success. Instead, it comes from making a positive impact on the world, no 
matter how small. 


