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Chilling Journeys 
The settings in Frankenstein play a major 

role in shaping the story’s mood and 

themes. From the peaceful city of 

Geneva to the frozen Arctic, each place 

reflects the emotions of the characters 

and the dangers they face. 

Victor Frankenstein grows up in Geneva, a 

beautiful and calm place surrounded by 

nature. His life there is happy, filled with family and friends. But once he begins 

his experiments, he moves to a dark and mysterious laboratory, isolating 

himself from those he loves. This setting represents how his obsession with 

science separates him from a normal, happy life. 

When the creature is abandoned, he hides in the woods, watching people 

from afar. The wilderness is both a place of learning and loneliness. The forests 

provide shelter, but they also remind the creature that he is alone. The setting 

highlights his struggle—he longs to be part of the human world, but he is always 

an outsider. 

Later, Victor and the creature travel to icy, dangerous landscapes. The Arctic, 

where Victor chases the creature, is cold, empty, and unforgiving. This setting 

represents Victor’s hopelessness. He has lost everything and is now trapped in 

an endless, freezing journey. The icy wasteland mirrors the sadness and 

destruction caused by his choices. 

Through these settings, Mary Shelley creates a dark and emotional mood. The 

peaceful places show what could have been, while the cold and lonely 

places reflect fear, regret, and isolation. The settings are more than just 

places—they help tell the story in a powerful way. 


