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Magic and Mischief 
While Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone explores serious themes like good 
versus evil, danger, and loss, J.K. Rowling 
balances these darker moments with 
humor. From silly spells to amusing 
characters, her use of humor makes the 
story fun and engaging, helping readers 
enjoy the magical world while still 
understanding its challenges. 

One of the funniest characters in the 
book is Ron Weasley. As Harry’s best 

friend, Ron is always ready with a joke, even in serious situations. When the trio 
faces a giant, three-headed dog named Fluffy, Ron exclaims, “That thing had 
three heads! How are we supposed to get past that?” His reaction lightens the 
tension, reminding readers that even in scary moments, a little humor can help. 

The Weasley twins, Fred and George, also bring laughter with their love of 
pranks. They play tricks on their brothers, make fun of Percy’s serious attitude, 
and even give Harry a special map that helps him sneak around Hogwarts. 
Their jokes and mischief make Hogwarts feel like a real school, full of fun 
alongside the danger. 

Even the teachers add to the humor. Professor Dumbledore, the wise and 
powerful headmaster, surprises students with his odd remarks. At the opening 
feast, he stands up and says, “Nitwit! Blubber! Oddment! Tweak!” instead of 
giving a serious speech. This makes Hogwarts feel magical and unexpected, 
showing that even great wizards can be silly sometimes. 

J.K. Rowling also uses humor to make magic itself more enjoyable. In one class, 
students learn the spell Wingardium Leviosa to make objects float. When Ron 
gets it wrong, Hermione corrects him by saying, “It’s Levi-O-sa, not Levio-SA!” 
This small moment of frustration turns into one of the book’s most memorable 
funny scenes. 

By blending humor with serious moments, Rowling makes her story exciting and 
relatable. The humor helps balance the darker themes, reminding readers that 
even in difficult times, laughter and friendship can bring light to the darkest 
situations. 


