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Tough Choices 
Short Answer 
1. How does Dally’s idea of toughness affect his life? 

 

2. Why does Johnny admire Dally at first, and how does his view change? 

 

3. What does Ponyboy realize about toughness by the end of the novel? 

 

4. How does the church fire show the different ways characters define 
toughness? 

 

5. Why do you think the author included different definitions of toughness in the 
novel? 

 


