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Shifting Reality 
Short Answer 
1. Why does the narrator believe he is in control at the beginning of the story? 

 

2. How does the narrator’s view of reality change when he hears the heartbeat? 

 

3. Why do the police officers not hear the same sounds as the narrator? 

 

4. How does the narrator’s paranoia affect his actions? 

 

5. What is one clue from the beginning of the story that suggests the narrator is 
unreliable? 

 

 


