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Discovering Democracy: The Three Branches of Government 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Legislative Branch is responsible for making laws. For 

example, they might create a law that sets a minimum wage to 

ensure fair pay for workers. 

2. The President might use their veto power if they believe a bill 

passed by Congress is not in the best interest of the country or if 

it violates the Constitution. For example, if Congress passed a bill 

that they believed was unconstitutional, they could veto it to 

prevent it from becoming law. 

3. The concept of checks and balances is crucial in a democratic 

government because it ensures that power is distributed among 

different branches, preventing any one branch from becoming 

too powerful and potentially abusing its authority. This system 

helps protect the rights and freedoms of citizens. 

4. One famous Supreme Court case is "Brown v. Board of 

Education," which declared racial segregation in public schools 

unconstitutional in 1954. This case was significant because it 

marked a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights Movement and led 

to the desegregation of schools across the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


