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W.E.B. Du Bois: Paving the Way for Equality 
Short Answer Key 

1. W.E.B. Du Bois co-founded the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), which aimed to 

fight for equal rights and end racial discrimination. 

2. A Ph.D. is a very advanced academic degree that shows 

expertise in a specific field. It is significant that Du Bois earned 

one because he was the first African American to do so, 

breaking barriers and proving his intellectual capabilities. 

3. Du Bois believed that education was key to breaking the cycle 

of poverty and discrimination, as it empowered individuals with 

knowledge and skills to improve their lives. 

4. Du Bois faced racism and discrimination throughout his life, 

which made it challenging for him to achieve his goals and 

advocate for civil rights effectively. 

5. W.E.B. Du Bois is considered significant in history because he 

played a crucial role in advancing civil rights and equality for 

African Americans through his activism, writings, and co-

founding of the NAACP. 


