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The Harmony Machine 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Kaya chose to name their invention the "Harmony Machine" to 

signify its purpose of restoring balance and harmony to the 

natural world. The name reflects the machine's role in bringing 

back the equilibrium that their ancestors cherished and 

respected. 

2. Elder Tika's guidance and support were significant because they 

provided cultural and spiritual validation for Kaya's invention. 

Elder Tika's wisdom and blessings helped Kaya gain the trust and 

approval of the tribe, ensuring that the Harmony Machine could 

be used for the greater good. 

3. The story illustrates the importance of innovation and technology 

in addressing environmental challenges, particularly in 

Indigenous communities where a deep connection to the land 

and traditions can be leveraged for positive change. Inventions 

like the Harmony Machine can benefit Indigenous communities 

by promoting sustainability and revitalizing ancestral lands. 

4. Kaya's story serves as an inspiration by demonstrating the power 

of determination, innovation, and the desire to make a positive 

impact on the environment. It encourages people to take 

action in protecting and restoring the natural world, regardless 

of their background or age. Kaya's example shows that positive 

change is possible when individuals are committed to their 

values and the well-being of the earth. 


