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W.E.B. Du Bois: Paving the Way for Equality 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. W.E.B. Du Bois's background as a scholar and writer allowed him 

to effectively communicate the injustices faced by African 

Americans through his writings. His intellectual abilities helped 

him analyze and articulate the issues, making his contributions to 

the civil rights movement more influential. 

2. Du Bois believed that education was crucial because it 

empowered African Americans with knowledge and skills. He 

thought that education would help them overcome 

discrimination, poverty, and achieve social and economic 

equality. 

3. Du Bois's ideas of equality, civil rights, and the importance of 

education continue to inspire people to fight for civil rights 

today. His advocacy for equal rights serves as a model for 

ongoing efforts to combat racism and discrimination. 

4. Du Bois's disagreements with other civil rights leaders could have 

created divisions within the movement and slowed down 

progress. However, they also brought different perspectives and 

strategies to the table, leading to a more diverse and robust civil 

rights movement. 

 

 

 

 

 


