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Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. The colorful handprints on the walls of their dream house
symbolize the family's unity and the unique contribution of each
family member. They relate to the theme of the story by
highlighting the idea that building a dream is a collaborative
effort that leaves a lasting mark, just like the handprints on the
walls.

2. Pursuing dreams as a family strengthened the bond between
Maria and her children by allowing them to share a common
goal, learn together, and support each other through
challenges. For example, they learned about construction,
worked as a team, and celebrated their achievements
together, creating lasting memories and reinforcing their
connection.

3. One specific challenge Maria and her children faced was
setbacks in construction, such as making mistakes and
experiencing moments of discouragement. They tackled this
challenge by persevering, learning from their mistakes, and
relying on their family bond to motivate each other to keep
going. This experience taught them resilience and the
importance of not giving up when faced with difficulties.

4. The main lesson readers can take away from Maria's story is that
dreams are worth pursuing, and the journey to achieve them
can be even more rewarding when shared with loved ones. This
lesson applies to real-life situations by encouraging individuals
and families to set goals, work together, overcome challenges,
and celebrate achievements as a team.
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