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The Mystery of the Vanishing Recipe 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Mrs. Thompson likely felt worried and upset when the recipe 

book was missing because it meant she couldn't participate in 

the town's pie contest. When the book was found, she probably 

felt relieved, happy, and grateful to the young detectives for 

solving the mystery. 

2. Some qualities that make a good detective, based on the 

actions of the young detectives in the story, include 

determination, attention to detail, problem-solving skills, and 

teamwork. They were persistent in their search for clues, and they 

worked together to solve the case. 

3. Traditions like the annual blueberry pie contest are important to 

communities because they bring people together, create a 

sense of belonging and continuity, and provide opportunities for 

shared experiences and celebrations. They help strengthen the 

bonds within a community and create cherished memories. 

 

 

 


