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The Red Fern 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

(Responses may vary, but should include these ideas.) 

1. Students may describe personal experiences of finding comfort 

in memories, objects, or places after a loss. 

2. The red fern is meaningful because it symbolizes something 

sacred, unbreakable, and lasting, just like Billy’s bond with his 

dogs. 

3. Without their loss, Billy might not have fully understood the depth 

of love, sacrifice, and healing, showing that difficult experiences 

can teach important lessons. 

4. The novel shows that love and memories never fade through 

Billy’s deep connection with his dogs and how he carries their 

love with him, even after they are gone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


