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Jimmy Carter: The Peanut Farmer Turned President 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Jimmy Carter's upbringing and early experiences were shaped by his life in 

Plains, Georgia, where he worked on his family's peanut farm. These 

experiences instilled in him a strong work ethic, humility, and a commitment 

to public service. His time as a naval officer further reinforced his values of 

duty and responsibility. 

2. The Iran Hostage Crisis during Jimmy Carter's presidency had a significant 

impact on U.S.-Iran relations. The crisis began when Iranian militants seized 

the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and held 52 American hostages for 444 days. 

Despite Carter's efforts to secure their release, it became a prolonged and 

unresolved issue. The crisis strained diplomatic relations between the two 

countries, contributing to a long-standing distrust that continues to affect 

U.S.-Iran relations today. 

3. Jimmy Carter's commitment to environmental conservation aligned with his 

policies and actions as President through the signing of the National Energy 

Act. This legislation aimed to reduce the country's reliance on foreign oil by 

promoting energy conservation and the development of renewable 

energy sources. Carter's advocacy for environmental stewardship 

reflected his belief in the importance of sustainability and responsible 

resource management. 

4. Jimmy Carter faced several economic challenges during his presidency in 

the late 1970s, including high inflation, unemployment, and energy 

shortages. These issues had a negative impact on the U.S. economy and 

contributed to declining public approval ratings for Carter. The economic 

difficulties were exacerbated by factors such as rising oil prices and global 

economic instability. Carter's inability to effectively address these 

challenges played a significant role in shaping the political landscape of 

his presidency. 


