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Dark Whispers 
The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe is 
a perfect example of Gothic literature. 
Gothic stories often explore themes of 
fear, madness, and the supernatural, 
creating a dark and suspenseful 
atmosphere. Poe’s story follows a 
narrator who insists he is not mad, even 
as he describes his obsession with an old 
man’s eye and the terrible crime he 
commits. 

One of the most important elements of 
Gothic literature is an eerie setting. The 

story takes place in a dark, old house, mostly at night. The narrator moves through 
the house in silence, sneaking into the old man’s room each night. The darkness 
and stillness make everything feel more frightening. The sense of isolation, with 
only the narrator and the old man in the house, adds to the suspense. 

Another key Gothic feature is madness. The narrator constantly tries to prove he 
is sane, but his thoughts and actions suggest otherwise. He becomes obsessed 
with the old man’s eye, believing it has some kind of unnatural power. His fear 
turns into rage, and his mind begins to twist reality. When he finally acts, he 
believes he has committed the perfect crime. However, his own guilt betrays him. 

The supernatural or unexplained is also a common theme in Gothic literature. In 
The Tell-Tale Heart, the narrator hears a heartbeat that no one else can hear. He 
is convinced it is the old man’s heart, still beating beneath the floor. But is it real, 
or is it his imagination? His paranoia makes him believe the sound is growing 
louder and louder, until he cannot take it anymore. This moment is both terrifying 
and mysterious, leaving the reader questioning what is real. 

Finally, Gothic stories often feature intense emotions—fear, guilt, or madness. In 
this story, the narrator’s emotions are overwhelming. He feels pride when he 
believes he has gotten away with his crime, then panic when the heartbeat 
begins. His terror becomes so strong that he confesses to the police, unable to 
escape his own mind. 

With its eerie setting, themes of madness, the unexplained heartbeat, and strong 
emotions, The Tell-Tale Heart is a classic example of Gothic literature. Poe uses 
these elements to create a chilling and unforgettable story. 


