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Voyage of the Santa Maria 
Short Answer Key 

1. The crew members left their homes and families to embark on 

the voyage in the hope of finding a new trade route to Asia and 

the potential for riches and glory. 

2. One of the greatest challenges was the fear of the unknown as 

they sailed farther from Europe. It affected them emotionally by 

causing panic and doubt among some members of the crew. 

3. Columbus played a crucial role in maintaining the crew's morale 

and determination by encouraging them, reminding them of the 

potential rewards in the East, and using his navigational skills to 

guide them. 

4. The crew reacted with shouts of joy and relief when land was 

spotted on the horizon. This moment was significant because it 

signaled the end of their long and uncertain journey and the 

discovery of the New World. 

5. Qualities such as courage, determination, resilience, and the 

ability to work together as a team were likely important for the 

crew members of the Santa Maria to overcome their challenges. 


