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ANSWERS 

Modern Tragedy Ancient Tragedy 

 

The protagonist no longer has to 
be from a wealthy/noble family, 
they can be an ordinary person. 

Includes more diversity.  

More than one central 
character.  

protagonist’s story goes through 
multiple realistic settings and a 
realistic time line. 

There may be subplots. 

The elements of ancient tragedy 
include noble characters who 
face or struggle against powerful 
obstacles, a protagonist with a 
character flaw or who is brought 
down by the cruelty of fate, a 
tragic outcome that has 
widespread consequences.  

Greek tragedy would take place 
in a day or less, with one setting 
and one story. 

  
Both Modern and Ancient Tragedy 

 

Both explore human emotions 

Both include a tragic hero 

Both explore moral and ethical dilemmas 

 

 
 

 


