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The Tree-Planting Frenzy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The neighbors' competitive spirits and absurd antics added 
humor and excitement to the neighborhood's Arbor Day 
celebration. Their antics brought the community together, 
creating a sense of unity and shared laughter. It made the 
celebration more memorable and enjoyable for everyone 
involved. 

2. Mr. Green and Mrs. Brown decided to plant more trees together 
at the end of the story because they realized that Arbor Day was 
about working together to celebrate and appreciate nature. 
Their decision reflected the true spirit of Arbor Day, which is not 
about competition but about fostering a deeper connection 
with the environment and the community. 

3. Some humorous ways Mr. Green and Mrs. Brown could have 
tried to plant trees include planting them while wearing clown 
costumes, attempting to plant trees while balancing on a giant 
ball, or using a pogo stick to bounce around while planting. 
These ideas would have added even more absurdity and 
laughter to their competition. 

4. The neighborhood's Arbor Day celebration changed from 
previous years due to Mr. Green and Mrs. Brown's tree-planting 
competition by becoming more entertaining and lighthearted. 
Instead of a traditional tree-planting ceremony, the neighbors 
and their friends enjoyed a day filled with laughter and absurd 
antics, making it a unique and unforgettable celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 


