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Talking Talls: A Pet's Parental Wisdom
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Polly's witty insights about parenthood might have helped Alex
become a better parent by offering perspective, comfort, and
reminders of the importance of patience and humor in
challenging moments.

2. Answers will vary, but students might imagine their talking pet
offering advice on friendship, responsibility, or making the most
of life's adventures.

3. Polly's presence and wisdom likely strengthened the bond
between Alex and his child by creating shared moments of
laughter, learning, and growth.

4. The story's message emphasizes that humor, patience, and
shared adventures in parenthood can enrich family life by
fostering connections, creating lasting memories, and helping

parents navigate the challenges with a positive outlook.
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