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The Columbus Conundrum
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Answers may vary. Some residents might have been frightened
or curious, while others might have adapted to the unusual
events as part of daily life. The occurrences could impact
routines and the overall sense of security in the town.

2. Alex's qualities likely include curiosity, determination, problem-
solving skills, and the ability to research and gather information.
His skills as a detective allowed him to piece together the clues
and legends to solve the mystery.

3. Legends and stories about hidden treasures and ancient
artifacts captivate people's imaginations because they evoke a
sense of mystery, adventure, and the possibility of discovering
something valuable or historically significant. They often tap into
the human desire for exploration and discovery.

4. Answers may vary. Some possible approaches could include
creating an interactive exhibit with information about
Columbus's voyages, the artifact's history, and the legend of the
treasure. Visitors could learn about the town's connection to
history and explore the significance of the artifact and treasure

in the local culture.
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