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Richard Nixon: The Resilient Leader 
Short Answer Key 

1. Richard Nixon's early life and upbringing were marked by 

modest beginnings. He excelled academically and earned a 

scholarship to attend Duke University School of Law. His 

determination and ambition led him to a career in law and, 

later, to serve in the U.S. Navy during World War II. 

2. Richard Nixon's visit to China in 1972 marked a historic shift in 

Cold War geopolitics as it opened diplomatic relations 

between the United States and the People's Republic of 

China, reducing tensions and reshaping global alliances. 

3. The Watergate scandal involved a break-in at the 

Democratic National Committee headquarters and the 

subsequent cover-up by Nixon's administration. It led to 

congressional investigations, resignations, and legal battles, 

posing a significant challenge to Nixon's presidency. 

4. Richard Nixon addressed the economic challenges of the 

1970s through various policies, including wage and price 

controls. However, the results were mixed, and economic 

instability, characterized by high inflation and unemployment, 

remained a major concern. 

 

 

 

 


