Name

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Ruby Bridges likely felt scared and anxious when she had to walk
to school with federal marshals and face angry protesters every
day. This is because people were shouting hurtful and hateful
words at her, and some even threatened her safety. She might
have been worried about what would happen to her on her way
to school. It's natural to feel scared in such a situation because it
can be very intimidating and stressful.

2. Ruby Bridges' story became famous because it was a powerful
example of a young girl showing great bravery and
determination in the face of injustice and hatred. Her story
inspired so many people because it showed that even a child
could make a big difference in the fight for equality. People
were moved by her courage and her wilingness to stand up for
what was right. Her story helped bring attention to the civil rights
movement and the need to end racial segregation.

3. Ruby Bridges' actions were significant in the context of the civil
rights movement because she helped break down barriers of
racial segregation in schools. By becoming the first African
American student to attend an all-white school in New Orleans,
she challenged the unfair system of segregation. Her actions
showed that it was possible to make a change, even in the face
of opposition and hatred. Ruby Bridges inspired others to join the
fight for civil rights and equality, making her a symbol of hope
and progress during a challenging time in American history.

4. If | were in Ruby Bridges' shoes, | might have felt scared and
nervous like she did. Facing angry protesters and walking to
school with federal marshals would have been really tough.
However, | hope | would have been brave like Ruby and
continued to go to school because | believe that everyone
should have the right to a good education, no matter their skin
color. It's important to stand up for what's right, even when it's
difficult, just like Ruby did.
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