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The Veteran's Journal Mystery 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The young friends worked together to decode the secret 

message by sharing their observations and ideas. They 

demonstrated teamwork by dividing tasks and supporting each 

other. This teamwork revealed their strong friendship and their 

ability to collaborate effectively. 

2. The stories and experiences of elderly residents added depth 

and context to Henry's journal by providing real-life accounts of 

the wartime period. They offered a personal perspective on the 

events and emotions of that time, making the history more 

relatable and meaningful. 

3. The young friends chose to return the war medals and letters to 

a local museum because they recognized the historical and 

sentimental value of these items. They wanted to ensure that 

they would be preserved and shared with the community so that 

others could learn about Henry Mitchell's story and the sacrifices 

made during World War II. 

4. The quest deepened the young friends' appreciation for history 

by allowing them to connect with the past on a personal level. 

They gained a better understanding of the sacrifices made by 

veterans like Henry Mitchell and learned the importance of 

cherishing values like peace and friendship. This experience also 

strengthened their bond as friends, as they shared a meaningful 

journey of discovery. 


