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The Play’s Trap 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Responses should discuss whether using a play was a clever way 

to test Claudius or whether Hamlet should have acted 

differently. 

2. Students should explore how the story might have changed if 

Claudius had hidden his emotions. 

3. Responses should discuss how storytelling can reveal hidden 

emotions and secrets. 

4. Students should consider different choices Hamlet could have 

made after proving Claudius’s guilt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


