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The Mystery of the Stolen Totem 
Short Answer Key 

1. The sacred totem pole played a central role in the Indigenous 

community as a symbol of their heritage and unity. Its theft was 

significant because it not only disrupted the community's spiritual 

connection but also caused distress and sadness among the 

people. 

2. Detective Kaya used her knowledge of the land and intuition by 

listening to the whispers of the river, which led her to the hidden 

cave where the stolen totem was concealed. She connected 

with the natural world to guide her investigation. 

3. Detective Kaya discovered that the thief was someone from a 

neighboring community with a long-standing dispute with her 

people. The motive behind the theft was likely related to this 

ongoing conflict and rivalry. 

4. Detective Kaya's resolution of the case taught the two 

communities involved in the dispute the importance of unity, 

understanding, and peaceful conflict resolution. It emphasized 

that disputes could be resolved through communication and 

compassion rather than theft and animosity. 

5. Detective Kaya consulted with the wise elder, Nukka, during her 

investigation to gain insights from her wisdom and connection to 

the spirits of the land, and Nukka guided her to visit the nearby 

river, where Kaya sensed the clues that led her to the hidden 

cave containing the stolen totem. 


