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Context Clues 
DIRECTIONS: Use clues from the sentence to figure out what the 
bold word means. Write the meaning of the word on the line. 

1. I felt a sense of déjà vu, though I know I had never been here before. 

 

2. My life is a dichotomy; my work and home personas are at war. 

 

3. My brother will never be more than a dilettante; he doesn’t have the 
attention span to pursue a serious profession. 

 

4. From her disheveled appearance, we knew something terrible had 
happened. 

 

5. I hope I have my great grandfather’s elan when I am ninety. 

 

6. Everyone in class was quickly overcome with ennui. 

 


