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My Day with Dr. King 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech was a pivotal 
moment in the Civil Rights Movement, and attending it shaped 
the child's understanding of equality and freedom. This 
experience taught the child the importance of standing up for 
what is right and treating everyone with kindness and respect, 
regardless of their race. It instilled a sense of hope and 
determination in the child, inspiring them to carry Dr. King's 
message throughout their life. 

2. If I were the child in the story, attending Dr. King's speech at a 
young age would influence my beliefs and actions as I grew 
older. I would carry with me the values of equality, fairness, and 
the importance of fighting against discrimination. Dr. King's 
message would become a guiding light in my life, encouraging 
me to stand up for justice and make a positive impact on the 
world. 

3. The story highlights the theme of unity and hope as the child and 
their father, along with the crowd, come together to listen to Dr. 
King's speech. This unity signifies the collective belief in Dr. King's 
dream of a world without discrimination. In the context of Dr. 
King's message, unity among people from diverse backgrounds 
is essential to achieving social change and equality. It serves as 
a powerful symbol of the shared commitment to justice. 

4. Passing down values and life lessons from one generation to the 
next is essential for preserving and promoting important ideals. In 
the story, the child's father demonstrates this by emphasizing the 
importance of treating everyone with kindness and respect, 
teaching the child about equality and fairness. Stories and 
experiences like these help shape future generations by instilling 
core values and fostering a sense of responsibility to uphold 
them. 


