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The Mystery of the Hanukkah Carnival 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The carnival equipment started behaving strangely at night because of an 

ancient Hanukkah spell that had been accidentally cast. The children 

suspected something Hanukkah-related was causing it because of the 

presence of the dusty menorah and the hidden message, which hinted at 

the connection to the holiday. 

2. The discovery of the dusty old menorah and the hidden message helped 

the young sleuths solve the mystery by revealing the source of the strange 

occurrences—the ancient Hanukkah spell. The message hinted at the need 

to break the spell, leading Sarah and Max to recite a Hanukkah prayer, 

which stopped the unusual activities. 

3. The Hanukkah prayer recited by Sarah and Max broke the spell by invoking 

the holiday's traditions and faith. It demonstrated that the power of 

Hanukkah, which celebrates miracles and the triumph of light over 

darkness, could overcome magical challenges. Their faith in the holiday's 

values and traditions played a crucial role in resolving the mystery. 

4. The young sleuths' actions exemplified the values of Hanukkah by 

demonstrating bravery, teamwork, and a commitment to solving a 

problem affecting their community. They were celebrated by the townsfolk 

because they brought back the joy and wonder of the Hanukkah carnival 

while upholding the holiday's spirit. 


